HENDRICK HUDSON FREE LIBRARY
SELECTION POLICY

As a community source of information, culture, and recreation to the residents of the
Hendrick Hudson School District, the Hendrick Hudson Free Library acquires and
maintains a collection of print and non-print materials which educate, enrich, entertain,
and inform its patrons. The authority and responsibility for the selection of library materials
is delegated to the Library Director and under his/her supervision, to the professional staff
who are qualified by reason of education, training, and experience, within the framework
of policies, goals, and objectives determined by the Library Board of Trustees.

In selecting material for the collection, the staff is guided by the American Library
Association’s Library Bill of Rights and Freedom to Read statement as well as the
following general principles:

e The Library will endeavor, within the constraints of financial ability and space, to build
a comprehensive collection covering a wide field of interests and ideas. Attempts are
made to provide materials on all sides of controversial issues.

e Material will be selected based on such criteria as reviews, timeliness of subject
matter, author’s reputation, price, format, popular demand, and inclusion in lists of
standard works. Recommendations from the public are welcomed.

e The Library acknowledges a particular interest in local history and in the works of local
authors. The Library will, however, apply the same standards of selection to the works
of local authors as it does to other materials.

e Responsibility for materials read by children rests with their parents or legal guardians.
Selection shall not be inhibited by the possibility that books may inadvertently come
into the possession of children.

e Since the Hendrick Hudson Free Library has available to it the resources of many
other libraries through the Westchester Library System, it does not acquire highly
specialized and/or technical materials which can be obtained through interlibrary loan.
Neither does it collect in depth in those fields where there is a special collection
nearby.

The same criteria will be used in withdrawing materials from the collection as are used in
their acquisition. In order to maintain the collection in its most attractive and useful
condition, the staff will use their judgment in removing items which are no longer useful,
or are not in a condition suitable for circulation. Materials no longer useful to the Library
may be given to other libraries, sold for the benefit of the Library, recycled, or discarded.

The Library will review decisions regarding specific materials upon written request. A
form for this purpose is available at the reference desk.
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